Sheep Showing and the Stage 5 Agriculture Syllabus
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5.3.4 explains and evaluates the impact of
management decisions on animal production
enterprises

4. an understanding
of sustainable and
ethical practices that
support productive
and profitable
agriculture

5.4.2 evaluates management practices in terms
of profitability, technology, sustainability, social
issues and ethics

Students are able to gain firsthand knowledge and experience of
the management processes that affect sheep. They are able to
evaluate feed conversion based on various feedstuffs fed in the
sheep ration diet. They examine how preventative measures
such as probiotics additives can assist feed conversion and how
best practice in disease prevention through vaccinations and
drenches etc. promotes optimum growth and overall
productivity. By preparing sheep for a market deadline
(attending the Sydney Royal Easter Show) students understand
the concept of preparation for a show/sale window and how
their management processes will assist or hinder the stock being
market ready at the appointed show date.

Students examine the use of technology including the use of
electronic tagging systems, how this has aided the lifelong
traceability of stock. This in turn has yielded benefits in disease
control, improvements in breeding systems by affording more
accurate record keeping for the parents of the animal they have
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at school and the genetic heritability of traits from both sire and
dam. DNA sequencing has afforded the breeding of desirable
genes and the culling of animals with less desirable genes that
impact on sheep enterprise profitability. As students replicate
behaviour of farmers who have adopted more sustainable

practices such as topical skin applications of pesticides the % %

farmer has also reduced the ethical and animal welfare ‘{% %

implications of more invasive disease control such as mulesing. LIJ" w
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5. skills in problem- 5.5.1 designs, undertakes, analyses and Students have the capacity to measure both quantitative 5
solving including evaluates experiments and investigates problems  outcomes with regards sheep height, weight, staple length, fibre °,§
investigating, in agricultural contexts diameter and fat coverage. Students can determine both limiting (3]
collecting, analysing, as well as beneficial criteria that affect their experiments. For é”
interpreting and example students can quantify weight variations based on i
communicating disease or improved weight gain from protection from adverse g'
information in weather conditions such as cold and wet natural environments w
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